By ERIC GOLDSCHRAFE

A close look at one of Car Action's top ten winners

O A CASUAL partscapant m 'io-scitke on-rosd

racing. the TRC® Pro 10 might seem overpriced

and overdone; in reality, the car is well-made
and leatures several Imnovanons nol Seen oo comgxe
rable cars. This makes the car very competitive nght
out of the box, needing only the addition of the R)C
equipment. a battery and a suitable motor and body

The Pro 10 is based on the car that won a1 Lake
Whippoorwill, and it contains all the parts and inpova
tions that were used on the prototype. There's no need
to buy a bunch of other specially pieces 1o make thas
car compettive, and you don't have 10 modily the
pans in the box, This is & sophisticated racing ma
chine, nol a oy or an entry-level car, so 1l you only
want something 1o race occasionally and feol around
withon the street in front of your house, don’r bay this
car {(even TRC 1ells you this)

THEKIT: A ruther complicated instruciion book les
describes in some detail the hand-fitting of the many
parts that gonto thes model. 1 maght seem like alot of
cxtra work when compared to many other mass-
produced Kits, but it's sort of Tike “bluepninting™ a real
race engine to getall the partsto fitperfectly. Each pan
is carefully matched with ils mating surface by sand-

g, polishing, or carclully aligning, and, il done
correctly, the resull 5 a chassis with sbsoluiely no
shop or tolerance build-up. If yvou aren’t the type to
spend several munutes or hours reing and somocth
ing some small parts, don't buy this car. But by
makmg it yvoursell, vou llunderstand why the Pro 10
15 soch a good car

In muny respects, the TRC car is similar 1o most
other cars: It has a fla
that"s milled out and drilled neatly foe lightress and
accurate component mouvaing. The T-plate might
ook siemi i tothat on some other cars, but the rocker
setup and a pair of small coil springs make this de
sagn Mecable, vet sold, There's no play (o promose

fiberglass-shect chassis

rear-cmd wandenng., and 1l you take the ume 1o I
evervthing together comectly, it works very smoathly

A\ ungue shock-mounting tower lets yon set the
angle of the shock o suil vareed track surfaces, axd
the kit's shock absorber works effectively and
smioothly The front end s comprised ol a beam axle
with coil-sprung stecring blocks, and the aluminum
plocks used o mount this assembly to the mam

chassis allow for easy caster adjustment. This as

(oo ove papye 100,



TRC PRO 10

sermbly might look like those you've seen on @ couple Of other cars, but it's much
more substantial in comparison. No steering tie-rod linkage is included, but after all
the troable you go to with this car, it makes sense to mstall quality parts

The rear pod might also look simikar o those used on some other Kits, but there are
scveral details that make this a superior unit. One difference is the nde-height
adjustment blocks that allow you 10 tailor the chassis to tire diameter and track re-
quiremems: another is the sirong torque tube that bouses the rear axle and contains
the precision ball bearings. A graphite axle is utilized 10 mount what is probably the
smoothest and best-made dilferential in the mdustry. Everything, including the spur
gear and nght-side hub, rides on ball bearings, and the several thrust bearings used
allow precision adjustment and eliminate slop in the badl diff, The aluminum block
used in this kit has motor slots machined into both sides so that any type of gear or
belt-drive setup will fit, and it has also been drilled for wing tubes. When completed.
the chassis is mounted on the TRC wheels and tires included with the kil

As previously mentioned. you'll need a radio, a battery pack. a motor and a body
to complese this car, which is basically the same as most other '/ie-scale on-road cars
Just about any Can-Ame-style or stock-car body will fit, and any small or standard-
size RAC set will work.

The chassis was topped off’ with a NASCAR body 10 conform with the type of
racing run by the Car Action team. An MRP* "88 Buick stock car was chosen,
primarily because [ hadn't done o Buick kaely, and the MRP body looked nicely
scaled down, Floguil® mexdel railroed paint was mixed to the correct shade of apple
green and sirbrushed onto the masked-off body. The gold trim stripe was applied
next, followed by white lower body panels. Autographics® decals were used for the
Quaker State logos and Buick emblems, and the No. 26 on the doors and roof were
handmade from Top Flite* MonoKote trim-sheet stock. All the tnmming was also
made with this material, as were the headdight doors, the grill, the panel striping and
the window moldings. For that final touch, BoLINK* NASCAR decals were used on
the front fenders, and then the car really looked ready to race!

PERFORMANCE: The Car Acticvrracing team track dested this Car atour “home ™
wack—Iskand Ruceway. in Hauppauge, NY. We found that the car is all that's
mmplied in the advertisements and factory literature. While the initial settings aren’t
covered in the instruction manual, they do tell you how 1o dial-in the car.

Asastarting point, I'set the front end up with about 2 degrees of caster and a little

(Conmmacd on page 152/

Reur-snspension
adjustments can be made
botk with the coil-over
shock assembly axd the
two tweak/preload ad-
fmsders bencath the
shack-mowunt bracket

A heavi-duty beam
fromt axle offers
infinite caster ad-
Justmrent. In the
present kits, tve
stevring blocks
showw frere bave
been replaced with

@ heaoy-duty umit

TRC

Type On+sood
Scale : s 10
Sug. retail price $2¢0
DIMENSIONS:
Overall Length 14.5 ches
Width 9.5 inchas
Heoight . .. 4.5 inches
Wheelbase 10.5 inches
Front Track 7.25 inchas
Rear Track .. 7.5 inches
WIEIGHT:
Gross (w/bat.) ... 45 ounces
BODY:
Type Not induded
Type 56
. ... Flat pa
Material . Millad ﬁbergbu
DRIVE TRAIN:
m: Mon/SE:r gear
SUSPENSION:
Fronk: ... Typo Cail springs
Dompening None
Rear: , Type Tglcte
Dompenng Coilover shock
WHEELS:
Front: ; . Typm B35, spoked
Dimensions (DxW] 1 75x] 125 nches
Rear: ... ... ... TypeB35, spcked
Dimensions (DxW)| 2x2 wchos
TIRES:
Front o Foam [blue compovnd|
Rear .. .. .. .Foam {green compound|
ELECTRICS:
Ba Required o ;:CM"ld
Hory " 610 7 subC colls
Speed Controller Not inchded
OPTIONS AS TESTED:

Rev Tech stock monor, Fulobe 2-chonel
redio, Vickar speed coatrel, Teinity sleering
linkage, MRP Buick stockcor body.

COMMENTS:

The Pro 10 is a compebtive onscad cor
Whils it sokes ime % handfit some of the
ports, the effoet is worth I, Both ot ond rear
suspension cffer fineduning 30 that you con

dickin te cor on any mﬂg



(Contmsed from page 100)

toe- . The rear shock mount was set in the
center locating holes, and 1he chassis was
checked for zero “tweak "™ With a good
motor and a1 set of fresh SCRs on board, we
soon had the car chicking off some prenty
respectable laps. [ dropped the shock to the
lower holes and lirmed-up the rear end

litthle more, and the car ran even Faster,
With a little caster taken out and the loe-in
st at zero, the car now began to go like a
rocket—definitely A-Main potential. Af-
ter more expenmentation with stiffness
and battery placement, it became apparcnt
that this car can be made into a screamer on
Just about any track.

-

There's plenty of roome to mosnt wour radio gear
ow the Pre 10 fiberglass chassis, With fros
battery cwtouts on eacl side, you con really
fime-tume the weight distribution.

You might have to adopt some new
drving techniques to fullyexploit thisracer,
but it’s worth the time and patience, The
wide range of adjustments will allow you
to tame a tough roadcourse, or set up for a
monsier banked-1urm oval rack, and this s
when you begin to appreciate the work that
has gone mto this kit Naturally, all tracks
demand different setups, but the manual

{Conmand from page 152}
coaches you along through the process.
When you do arrive at the proper combina-
tion, you'll soon be looking for the way
into victory lane!
I mentioned that this car isn't an entry-

level car, and | say this for several reasons:

First, the detailed instruction sheet is so
complicated that it will probably confuse
many newcomers to this hobby, and the ty-
pos and lack of clarity in the wording will
increase this confusion, The small, poorly
reproduced photos don 't help much cither.
The kit also lacked some nuts-and-bolts-
type hardware, and although it's all stan-
dard stuff and easily obtainable, for the
price of this kit, you should be given all the
parts. (I hope that this was a rare oversight
on the part of the manufacturer.) Everyone
would benefit if the instruction manual
were upgraded to meet the quality of the
rest of the kit.

TRC's Pro 10 should win iis share of
national titles this year, and if you're ready
for a top-notch on-road performer, check it
out.
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Bacin
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