OMEWHERE ALONG the way, | decded to
take the road less raveled | don't know why .
but I've always been a champion of the under

dog. While everyone eisa on the full-size carrac-

ing circuit drove Chavys or Fords, | drove a

Chrysiler. I've always fell bad lfor the coyaote in

Loonay Tunes, and | prefer Buge Bunny to Mickey

Mouse and Mardee s 1o McDonald's, When |
started racing R/C cars, instead of buying one of the cars that ware popular at
my local track, e.g.. Assoclated 10Ls or TARC Lynxs, | bought a Bolink, and |
was successiul with It At my local “super” track, however, the Bolink developed
a“hiccup.” The car that had worked 20 weall on carpet didn™t work on this con-
crete tri-oval track, and | had to ind a car that did

Now, any sane man would buy ane of the successful cars (notice that | said
‘sane’l). but that's not what | waniad to do. Whan | raced Chrysler cars, | al
ways said that
anyone could
make a Chevy
run, but ittakes a
mechanic to
make a Chrysier
run. | applied thie
theory to R'C car
racng-—amer
the P8* Sizzler

% !
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SUSPENSION;

Freat: Type
Damping

Rear: Type .
Damping ...

COMMENTS
The Sizzler |
SENOUS racers.
Although it's a
“metric” English
import. it can

SPECIFICATIONS

_ ' cating hngc in
Ihe Sizzler is

an Englhish impon
that's distnbuted

by PB S
Racing. Owner
hm Meach was

117 L —— . On-rcad
Stale e
Price $299.95
ales and

WHEELS:

Fromt: Type
Dimensioss |D:W)

Rear: Type .. :
Dimensions |DxW|

DIMENSIONS _ o One-piecs pastic 3cCept many

Overall Lemgm
Width
Wheelbass
Fronl Track
Rear Track

WEIGHT:
Grass (with batery)

BODY:
Type

%pr}sms: o OPTIONSASTESTED:

'8 el V2 43 ‘ f\dm m Jr. radia and S1438 servo
o SATROse S Nowzk T-4 ESC; MaxCeli 1400 SCR sadole
DRIVE TRAIN: pe B&R Bullet molor; Bud's* Bi-Level
Primary 30 Wing and decals; Bolink front steering blocks
Trarsmission and adjustadle steering rods; Du-Mor spur
Diffgrantial Lightning Rod* Memory Mount Body
Bearings/Bushings

common US
pans, 8.9, dear
ings that arent
rwlm' AnLTO-
lype chassisis N

the works. This
carisn't as nar
row a many of

.. 1.938x1
more than happy .. One-pie
1o discuss this can
with me on the
and he
coavineed me o
try iE The Sizzler
has a straighn

TIRES:
Fremt Resr

ELECTRICS:

Maotor S400
Battery 6 0r 7-081 Sapde new on-road ¢
Speed Contreller Not induded  but 193 wider
stanoa makes it
maore stable

phone, Spezial compound ¢

2 pounds. B ounces

axte, graphite Not inclyced

fromt end, and 11's
advertised as be
ing the first car to

an indeper
\i.'ru rear end wath
a fhive-poant rear
sysicm.

Since its first
appearance on the
market, the Siz-
zler has under-
ONS Major
changes, If you're

* mol Inchuded

.

Ball b2anngs

FIRSY the instraction the mechanic in

familiar with the
carlier versson,
don’t use it 1o
make judements
on the new one
vou d be doing
vourse lf——amd the
Car—a grave dis
service, (A con
version kit s
avatlable, so you
can update the
carhier version of
the Sizzler.)

T'he updated
Sizzher’
shock now travels
vertically instead
of froan front o
back, and to make
it “ROAR legal,”
the car’s rear end
has been nar-
rowed. The Siz
Zler is made of a
combination of
graphite compos
ite and aircraft
grade aluminum,
and it has ball
bearings through-
out and a “pro-
type” dift

S rcas

THINGS FIRST
When | received
the car, the first
l|‘.i|‘|;1 I did was
open the box o
see what tools I'd
need for assem-
biy. There's noth-
ing worse than
being halfway
through a project
only to discover
that you need a
tool you don’t
The in
structions include

have!

a separate st of
necessary twols
(1the car is “'met-
ric,” so this is
detimiiely
helptul),

bar |

think

The Sizzier may look Nke sthér pan cars,
ot tvas several fealures hal sef if apart from

he pack

sheet has 1o :.'n! I
[ hadn't had expe-
rnence butlding
R/AC cars, | would
have been totally
lost! There's a
mam mstruchion
sheet, a supple
mentary sheet. a
supplementary
letter and, well, |
think you get the
dnft
ness for the pic
tures! {1did say
that 1 woaneed o car
that
»  would
chal-

Thank good-

h’:lf..‘\'

me. dudn’t 17) Mve
been told that a
Bew mstruction
sheet 15 being
written. Let’s
hope that st will
make assembly a
kot casier!

Even with im
proved instrue
tons. though, this
car wouldn't be
{or beginners, It's
desagned Lo nce,
and the skaills you
need 1o assemble
it confirm this
Ihe best advice |
Can give s that
vou shoukd take
your b,
he mstruc-

follow

hons as

well as vou can
and use your com

MOn sense

ASSEMBLY
DISCOVERIES

Before the car
even hit the
wWas im

by

whit

track,

proessed

Only owe cinch
biock and twe
carriers hold the
car's fron! axle \v
place.

WOVEMEER 1591 3]



The Sizzier's fve-
poiat rear sospension
has 3 vertical, oN-
Mied shock.

I 1 1

saw. The five-
POINT rear suspen-
530N has two ra-
dius rods on each
side with a pan-
hard bar as a cen
tering device, 50

|
| vou can make

32 FADID CONTROE GAR ACTION

many (ine-tuning
adjustments. |
also noticed that

| the configuration

of the cross-
braces (1.2, the
chassis” upper
“plate™) a5 sirmlar
10 that of aroll
cage on a full.size
NASCAR car. To
prevent the chas-

$1s from flexing,
the braces are
mounted n the
center of the car
(they form an “X"
similar to that

found on the cage
in i full-size
NASCAR car),
and they run 10
the front and the
rear from the cen-
ter. On a full-size
car. the brace that
runs to the right
front is called a
Grand National
wedge bar, and
iI’s interesting to
see this concept
applied 1o an R/C
wir.

Unlike many
foreign cars. the
Sizzler can accept

| standard, readily

avanlable compo-
nents, | chose
Bolink* steering
blocks and King-
pins on the front
end and a standard

.

Du-Mor* sput
gear, (The daff
rings on the Siz-
zler are smaller,
=0 I just used the
inner hall holes.)
To use standard
NASCAR wheels,
I drilled out the
wheel-bolt holes
to make them one
size larger. The
rear axle has stan-
dard bearings, and
the car doesn’l
need longer pin-
1Oon gears,

When 1 had
fimished assem-
bling the car. |
stepped back and
looked al 11 with
mixed emotions.
It’s wider than
most, bul this
didn’t bother me.
Narmowing R/C
cars 15 the newest,
hottest trend. The
fogic behind 1t s
that they're more
aermdynamic and,
theretore, faster. |
think that the
wider a car s, the
more stable it s,
(Have you ever
wondered why
most R/C car as
sociations, includ
ing ROAR, have
regulations spec
fving maximum
width but not
minimum wikhh?)
Although narrow
cars are laster on
the straights, look
out when they

ARIPNEN.

have to make tight
turns on flat
tracks! (Some of
you “old-timers”
might remember
the commercial
for the Wide
Track Pontiac.)
What bothered me
aboul the Swzzler
was that ol looked
as 1f st weighed a
ton! Only the
scale would say

for surc—lmer!
GET YOUR
GEAR AND GO!

During the molor
and the radio gear

| installation, 1 dis-

covered the first
thing about the
Sizzler that 1
dadn’t like. The
opening in the
left-side motor
plate didnt give
the motor enough
clearance, and this
could huve casily
caused the motor
10 short. Off came
the rear axle and
the beanngs, and
out came my
grincler! T ground
as much as [ could
off the plate, re-
placed the rear
end and re-in-
stalled the motor.
Although the mo-
tor fits sougly, it
has plenty of
Clearance.

For the car’s
first run, [ chose a
B&R* Bullet 27-

ﬂlm

turn stock molor
(I never use a

' modifed fora
| mew car's first

mun unless I'm
suffering from
some strange
discase, e,
“heain fade.™) 1

| sed a Futaba®

14K servo be-
cause | didn'
have a | 32 servo,
and | mnstalled
Novak™ recaiver
and a Tekin®
speed coatroller.
I covered the
chixssis with an
MRP*
Thunderbird
body, and then it
was off 1o the
track for a prac-
Hee session’!

TESTS AND
TROUBLE-

- SHOOTING

It didn't take long
to find out that
the Sizzler had o
major problem! |
ran the first few
laps cautiously,

L andd then T de-

cided 1o open il
up. Evervihing
wiis fine until |
came up on a
slower car, Al-
though I wasn’t
used to driving
the Sizzler, I did
whit any normal
person would do;
I tred 10 go
around the other
car at full
(Cortinaced o8 page d00



SIZZLER

Conianrd Nom pugy £2)

throttle! After its brel, violent. encoun-
ter with the wall, | couldn’t sseer the Siz-
zher, and its body was flapping in the
brevze.

When [ pulled the car off the track, 1
noticed that s entire front endd had ro-
tated [massave caster adjustment!) and
shifted sxleways by about an inch. Fur
ther, the cross-hrace thae runs to the right
front had snapped,

Bock i the shop, | ted 1o hind the
aswer W the questicn, “Why?” Not
“Why bl | been so stupicd 10 drive 1the
way 1 did?”; but “Why had the front end
sulfered such a major reakdown?” |
soon discovered whiy, The stock, Toat,
alaminun brace s supposed to hold 1the
front end in place and prevent it from
shifting. With a lintle pressare on this
brace, | discovered that 1 could push it
around m the block. As o lockimg device,
it had Fusled maserably. 1 dnlled and
tapped 2 hole in the top of the hock and
installed a setscrew. This prevented side-
10-sade movement, and 1t also prevenied
the axle Trom rotating within the blocks.

The from brace snapped bocause the
body post wus mounted 1o it and, when
the body was pushed back aguinst 1he
post, somethimg had 1o give, In thas case,
it was the brace. To solve thas, [ mounted
the body post on the front bumper (yes,
the car has one).

READY TO RACE

Feeling confident that | had solved all the
car's problems, 1 decided that it was time
tor a modified motor. Inwente my 12-tum,
single-wmd BER motor and Max Cell”
conditoned SCR bancoes and of ! T went
10 the track, The resulis? During the first
race, D made better lap times and ran more
laps than | had ever run at that wack! The

Sizzler went on to the A-Main, where,
owing to some poor mechanical work on
someone’s part (1 seated one of the
brushes incorrectly), it “DNF'd.” By the
way, with the 148 servo and full, race-
ready gear, the Swzzler weighed 2.
pounds.

The Sizzler hives up to its name: it
sizzles! It"s difficult to assemble, but you
can adjust it 10 handle as well as most
cars. It’s also very durable. It has had
several collisions since its initial one with
the wall. and it hasn’t been damaged.
Finding Sizzler parts at your local hobby
shop s a problem, but PB carries a full
line of them, and you can use several
over-the-counter replacement parts i thas
car. In England. PB s currently workmg
on an LTO car. The company plans to fix
some of the problems that 1 discovered
(1.c., the left-side motor-plate clearance)
on this version as well as all other cars,
100.

I you wanl to just stand around and
copy the others at the truck, forget the
Swzzler; stay away from it. If, however,
you want to be more than just a fol-
lower—someone who drives a fast car
with superior handling that's just a litle
different—aget a Sizzler!




Sizzler went on to the A-Main, where,
owing to some poor mechanical work on
someone’s part (1 seated one of the
brushes incorrectly), it “DNF'd.” By the
way. with the 148 servo and full, race-
ready gear, the Sizzler weighed 2,68
pounds.

The Sizzler hives up to its name; it
sizzles! It's difficult to assemble, but you
can adjust it 1o handle as well as most
cars. It’s also very durable. It has had
several collisions since its initial one with
the wall. and it hasn’t been damaged.
Finding Sizzler parts at your local hobby
shop & a problem, tut PB carries a full
line of them, and you can use several
over-the-counter replacement parts m thas
car. In England, PB is currently workng
on an LTO car. The company plans to fix
some of the problems that 1 discovered
(1.c., the left-side motor-plate clearance)
on this version as well as all other cars,
100,

If you want to just stand around and
copy the others at the track, forget the
Sizzler; stay away from it. If. however,
you wand t0 be more than just a fol-
lower-—someone who drives a fast car
with superior handling that's just a little

different—aget a Sizzler!
POst, somethimyg had o 2ive, In s case,

it was the bruce. To solve thes, | mounted
the body post on the front bumper (yes,
the car has one).

READY TO RACE
Feeling confident that T had solved all the
car's problems, 1 docided that it was time
toe a modified motor. Inwene my [ 2-tum,
single-wmd B&R motor and Max Cell*
conditoned SCR bancexes and of ! T went
10 the track, The resulis? During the first
race, D made better lap times and ran more
laps than | had ever run at that rack! The

izzler went on to the A-Main, where,
wing to some poor mechanical work on
ymeone’s part (I seated one of the
rushes incorrectly), it “DNF'd.” By the
gy, with the 148 servo and full, race-
ady gear, the Swizzler weighed 2,68
ounds.

The Sizzler lives up to its name: it
zzles! It"s difficult to assemble, but you
an adjust it 10 handle as well as most
ars. It's also very durable. It has had
sveral collisions since its initial one with
e wall, and it hasn't been damaged.
inding Sizzler parts at your local hobby
yop s a problem, but PB carries a full
ne of them, and you can use several
ver-the-counter replacement parts m thas
ar. In England. PB s currently workmg
nan LTO car. The company plans to fix
ne of the problems that I discovered
., the left-side motor-plate clearance)
n this version as well as all other cars,
0.
If you wan! to just stand around and
»py the others at the truck, forget the
wzzler; stay away from it. If, however,
ou want to be more than just a fol-
wer-—someone who drives a fast car
‘ith superior hamdling that’s just a litle

aifferent—yget a Sizzler!



