HETHER YOU'RE an off-roader who

wants to find out how the other

half lives, or you're just getting
started in on-roading, the odds are good
that you don’t want to spend a fortune to
find out what it's like. Surprisel-—you
don't have to. McAllister* recently intro-

duced the Hyundai of R/C on-road cars!

| know that there are already plenty of
inexpensive on-road cars on the market
and that the last thing anyone should be
subjected to is another in a long line of
listless little Yugos. Their fiberglass
chassis and flanged bronze bushings are
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too much to inflict on anyone! But what
if you could spend as much as you would
on one of these “wannabes” for a car )
that, although it might not be ready to ”
take on a Lynx |l right out of the box, at
least has what you need to have a

fighting chance?!




Even with the
dual rate dialed
down to almost

nothing, | could
still power

THE SEMI-KIT
Let's Jook at the MX-
Pro’s features, Its
lightweight graphite
chassis has a coaven-
tional bat-wing design,
and 1178 slotted 1o hokd
four individual cells on
cither sade, This means
that you can disiribute
the weight of the
hateeries 10 suit the type
of track you're running
on. You can also use a
standard siick pack,
and that's an immense
boon to off-roaders
who want to get into
on-reading without
spending more moncey
on new batierics,
McAlhster mncludes
an wlomimum front
beam and beam carriers

This simple rear damger (s notving more han 2 rad, 7 Wwbe and 3 spring
CRP's Frop shocks shoold wark we/ 25 replacemen's,

as well as an gluminum
engine pod—and a
strange pod it is. That
IS alumenum asn
unusual, but it has been
drilled cut 10 allow you
to set-up the motor on
cither sude ol the pod,
and this gives you
another way to control
weight distribution. (To
prevent the rear end

through turns without a problem.

from spinning out on
aval tracks, some on
roadess like 1o pur all
the weight on the left
side of their cars.)
The motor pod is
artachad 1o a standard
graphite T-bar which,
in tum, 15 bolied to the
main chassis. Not as
tradicyonal oo & budgel
racer is the aluminum-
tipped graphite rear
axle. Most inexpensive
car Kits use a heavy
steel axle thin racers
quickly replace with a
graphite unit—or a
titanium one, if they
have big bucks 1o
spend. A 48-pitch spur
gear {not 32) is also
part of the package
Perhaps the MX-

Pro's crowning glory is
that there isn'ta
bushing 10 be found;
flanged bearings are
ncluded for the fron
wheels, the rear axle
and the differential
You don't get ures
or @ body, bal you do
get wheels, That's pant
of the reason why the
MX-Proas less

expensive than some
model cars. Given the
wide choice of tires—
from straight towms to
rubber-capped radi-
als—and the many
available tirc com-
pournds (and staggers),
you'll be able w hind
just the right tire
Iraction for your track.
Likewise, with such a
wide choice of IMSA,
NASCAR, CART, F1
and plain old scale
bodies, you're sure o
find a fook you hike.

CONSTRUCTION
Don’t lock too hard for
an assembly manual;
all you'll find is &

1 1x17 sheet of paper
folded in half, It's a

R |\

W's easy lo make adjusiments wilh TAC's alwminum lwnbeckles. The stock

the way all diffs are; it
isn’t easy to keep the
aluminum-tipped
graphite axle level
while you're filling the
spur gear with the dill
balls.

Because the MX-
P'ro's price 1= 80
reasonable, you might
want to make some
changes as you
complete the assembly.
Switching to
Hyperbails* for the difl
will add about $10 w0
the cost, and you’ll
shell our a sawbuck or
s0 for Robinson
Racing’s* gold-
anodized diff rings,
(Ceramic diff nings are
annther possibility
They're incredibly

MeCallisier rods ave threaded $9 Wal one end of e rod must be removed belore

yow can adst its feogth,

good thing that the
instruct:ons arc well
written!

There are only two
difficulr stages in the
assembly—putting the
differentral 1ogether
and assembling the rear
damper—and every-
thing clse is smooth
sailing. The diff is
difficult to handle in

SMOOH, but they cost a
lot, [ recommend that
you keep it cheap until
vou've decided
whether or not you like
an-road racing.)

The rear spring
damper s connected to
the T-pod, and it
prevents the pod from
flexing too far forward
andl snapping.



MEALLISTER

Type 2WD anwroad
Scale ........ /
Retoil Price

DIMENSIONS:
Overall Length
Width (f/r
Wheelbase
Track [F/r)

WEIGHT:

Gross (w/battery) 3.48 pounds

not included

CHASSIS:

Type ... . ....Pan
Material > e Cupln

DRIVE TRAIN:

Primary s Direct-drive
Differential .. ... Ball
Bearings/ Bushmgs Ball bearings

SUSPENSION:

Front: Type
Damping

7-{)'!'1(3‘:

Rear: Type Stressed T-ped
Damping . Spring domper

Solid ozl

S0lhd Qxle
[ I
Independent front

WHEELS:

Front: Type ... veveiene.. BBS
Dumrmmm (Dfo 7x1 inches

Rear: Type . BBS
Dimensions 'DxW't 22 inches

TIRES:

Front/Rear not indudead

ELECTRICS:
Motor not indudad

Ban e ..not indudad
Speed Controller not induded
OPTIONS AS TESTED:

Novak 2 -:now'lr" rt'. civer and T-4 speed

; sarva; Durotrax

A}x b )lT‘l) TP( een-dot lires,

acraft htanium turnb "5 Rcﬁe-.l*
ssock motor

COMMENTS:

The MX-Pro is an excellent entry-lavel

cor that con ‘Qrow” w

McAllister says this

design 1s very eflective,

but I've scen spring
dampers on Frogs that
worked better! Basi-

cally, the damper i1s a
shaft with a tube and a
spring. Golly! There's

--.it tracked as
straight as
an arrow!

You might also want
to change the te rods.
You can't adjust the
stock rods without
removing the ball links
from the ball pivots,
and that’s a no-no.
There are several
solutions to this
problem: the cheapest
is to use Du-Bro*®
adjustable tumbuckles.
Thev're a hittle heavy,
but they work. A

i you do 2 lat of oﬂ-mam You 20 use your siick packs m this car.
CRP makes tie-wraps thal can be used over and over again,

The Mom elgctronics worked wel, but 3 forque-limiting spead
combroller would help eliminate wireel spinning. The rear-pod brace
prevents you from mounting the battery any fariher dack fran il is, s0
this is 3 good place lor the radie gear.

second alternative 1s
Tecnacrall® tanium
tumbuckles. Now

really no way 1o vary
the resistance or the T-
pod’s response (in
shock terminology. we're tulking high-tech
these are called and relatively high
damping and rebound), bucks, as these are

s0 keep CRP's* Frog about $8 a pair. I you
front shocks in mind as really want to make an

vihla ranlacase e snveetrnant sn the car

right away, spend the
S1010 $15 it takes Lo
get a center-point
steering kit. That's the
ultimate no-slop setup.

ELEC-TRICKS

For radio gear, 1 chose
a Novak*® receiver and
speed controller and a
small JR*= 507 servo
Adding to the hodge-
podge, [ use a Hi-Tec*
3-channel pistol-grip
radio (I put the third
channel on unemploy-
ment). As you might
suspect, these wre all
things 1 had lying
around, I T were going
to buy all new stufl tor
the car, I'd make some
changes.

First, I'd go with one
of the tiny receivers
from RCD¥*, Tekmn® or
Novak. Because weight
reduction is one of the
kevs to successful on-
roading, I'd also use 2
Futaba* S-129
micraservo, Most
important of all is the
speed controller. If you
usc a hot motor wind, a
torque-limiting SC is a
must for good off-road
control, especially
when your car comes
off the hine,

Don’'t let the
“torque-limtng” parn
of the name frighten
you: these speed
coatrollers are actually
current himiters that
clamp down any time
the controller exceeds
the current limit you've
sel. This usually
happens when your car
comes off the line, or at
any other time when
you accelerare hard
(you know. those times
when you're trying 10
go straight k|'llLU\ and

ren
(M emninsed sn mave 1500



through the hassles of mounting and tru-
ing them (why [own a tire-truing machine
when I've never had an on-road car, 1
don’t know), | bought TRC mounted,
trued and glued front and rear wheels and
tires,

Tires are coded with colored dots that
indicate their hardness or softness. Al-
though the most basic reason for having a
variety of tire compounds has o do with
track surfaces, part of the traction equa-
tion relates 10 how you have your car set
up. If you've never tnied on-roading before
(Jet aloae run this car before), you can't
possibly know which are the correct tires
to bay.

I started with green dots because the
color looked better than any of the others
(yup, that was my reasoning! ), but | hope
to make more informed decisions about
the tire compound as | get more practice.
Don't rely on traction compounds to do
the work your tire should be doing, If you
lose traction, get a softer tire, If you have
too much traction, use a tire that™s a littde
harder. Traction compound lets you fine-
tune the tire, not make up for its deficien-
cies,

BODY WORKS

Deluged with a nearly overwhelming
choice of bodses (far more than I've ever
found for off-rcad?), | retreated into 2
small comer of my local hobby shop and
bumped into a Lexan version of
Oldsmobile’s Aerotech body . In size and
style, the Acrotech body is remarkably
similarto an IMSA Camel Light body. On
the full-size car, tha body was designed to
provide the utmost in aerodynamic effi-
ciency, The scale body is a faithful repro-
duction.

like 10 1ake all the credit, but I'm sure that
the MX-Pro’s easy setup had as much, if
not more, 1o do with itas [did!

The car tums on g nickel {[ trsed a dime,
but it kept giving me change), bt 1 to
clial the dual raee way down 1o prevent the
car from spinning out ea tums. (Someone
said 1 should slow down, but the whine of
the MX-Pro at speed just sounded o
good.) Even with the dval rate dialed
down oalmosinothing, Tcould still power
through tums without a problem. 1 like
that!

When my Duratrax™ bafteries evemu-
ally dumped after 4 minutes, 28 seconds
and I retrieved the MX-Pro from the cen-
terof the grd (duck, dodge, jumpto avoid
oncoening ratfic), it was obvious that |
wus pleased, (Of course, repeating “Yes"
in an ever-increasing volume was prob-
ably a dead give-away.) One drawback:
althowgh there isn't any dirt to clean off,
there’s un awful lotof tire dustall over the
place, and it"s much harder 1o remaove.

WHAT'S NEXT

I don’t know what 1o ell you about im-
proving this car. 1'd cerwinly like to do
something about that rear damper (it
wisti'L & probless, but 1 just don'tlike i),
Camber adjustments should be possible,
bat not with the stock. solid, front-axle
setup. There are kit that remedy the de-
ficiencies. but they increase the car's cost,
and I'm not sure [ want to do that. 1 guess
1"} just have to be satisficd with deiving
the MX-Pro and enjoying it the wuy it 1s.
Whitt # shame!
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