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AN R/C SATURDAY NIGHT SPECIAL

Parma's '69 Camaroe body is mownted on the Strapper chassis, ready for a Saturday night short-track ool

ARS THAT WIN on the
full-size Saturday-night
short-track races do well
because theyre relizble, durable,
and casy to adjust for a variety
of tracks. They're not usually
high-tech, exotic machines, but
simple race cars with some
good, common-scnse backyard
engincening that allows you to
tailor the chassis 1 any track
condition. The Hot Trick* Stnp-
per is a Yio-scale version of this
principle, and they claim it can
get the job done on any track
from smooth carpet to dirt ovals,
The secret of this car’s suc-
cess is that ot may be completely
adjusted without really chang-
ing anything. The chassis fea-
fures a battery tray/nerf-bar

plate remamscent of the old dot-
car “shaker” plates, and a rear-
end pod that mounts on rubber
buttons. This allows the driverto
make a series of adjustments
that will dial-in the car to any
track. It loaks hot, too, as all the
parts are dyed or anodized
bright red. Aside from the dye
job, the front-end components
are the same asthose on the RC
12i cars, featuning the coil
sprnging and rugged construc-
tion found on the original. The
rear pod is a neatly formed and
machined aluminum piece that
allows the motor to be mounted
on either side, and there are
three ride-height positions for
the rear axle. The main chassis
plate and the standoff-mounted
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hattery tray are of red fiberglass
board, with clcan cutouts and
countersunk holes

Aswell as the above pans, the
kit includes a front bumper
made of a nylon-like sheet plas-
tic, the nuts-and-bolts hardware
and some of the rear-end com-
poneats. Wheels, tires and body
aren’t provided

The instruction sheet IS o
general and the accompanying
ilustrations lack sufficeent detail
10 allow a first-time builder to
casily construct this kit The
identification of several parts
{some not included with the kit)
Is either nonexistent or WO
vague 0 be helpful, and the
drawings aren't clear enough to
allow recognition. For a mod-
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The Stripper has bots of rovm for radio components, wnd
thee smuzzy red colow mukes the car stamf our.

Very wade track iy great Jor cormering, but it pushes the
wisdth to the ROAR Nwut. Note koo tive rear pod risdes ox
rubber grommets for “saspension.”

Botfor wiew showes ow the floating hattery tray and
rear mudor pod mount to Hie chassis plate. Assocrated-

stule fromt blocks complete the packiage

eler who has bult an onroad car
before, this doesn't preseat much of a
problem, as most of the accessory
parts required are of a standardized fit,
but & novice would need some help
from a dealer or a more experenced
racer to finish this car

The front-end precesare bolted 1o the
main chassis plate, and the front
bumper s sundwiched between them
Hot Trick recommends that you start
with about 10-degree caster and the
stock front spring, but this seemed like
a Jot to me. so I inserted the proper
shims to give 4-degree caster. The
instructions show the RC 12i style
threaded crossbar between the front-
end blocks, but these parts weren't
incloded, and the screws provided
weren't fong enough 10 mount them,
Most other 'io-scale cars using this
front-end setup don't use the crosshar,
and they run just fine, so Lefi it off, To
sct up the steering, [ used a set of
Parma* ball-end hnks and threaded
tie rods to secure the front end to an
MRC* Tamiya servo-saver.

The rear pod is shock-mounted 10
the main chassis plate with four bolts
and soft rubber cushions amanged ina
diamond-shape pattern. By varying
the tightness of the bolts and inverting
some, or all, of the cushions, the
stiffness of the rear pod may be
adjusted to suit track conditions. The
battery tray is secured 1o the chassis
platc with screws and six Sie-inch-
thick spacers, and these may be
changed 10 control chassis stiffness.
Hot Trick claims that this setup will
allow you to dial-in your car 10 any
truck, as long as you're prepared o
experiment a linde, There are no direc-
tions about how 1o adjust the car, but 1
assume that a smooth track would
wtilize a stiff chassis, and a rough rack
would require some flexibility. You
have (o keep the wheels on the ground
o get around the cormers.

rear-end assembly uses a sepa.
ratc drawing for parts location, and it
shows scveral parts that aren't
included with the kit or whose func.
tion is unclear. There arent enough
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written explanatons or detailed llus-
rations 10 weatfy these parts. You
must supply your own diffcrential
parts and gear st Nothing 1 had
would match up to their hubs, so T used
2 BolINK* &ff and hubs, and a
couple of steel collars to hold every-
thing in place. This allowed for the
completion of the Stipper, and instal-
lation of a Revtech® II Pro Stock
motor, Futaba® R/C equipment, and a
Tekin* spoed control.

In keeping with the “Saturday Night
Special” theme, a Parma "69 Camaro
body was timmed and painted 1o
resemble a typical short-track street-
stock oc hobby-stock racer. The beight
Pactrn* Daytona Yellow paint was
highlighted with Top Flite®* Mono-
Kote trimi and Covente* graphics.
Some miscellancous decals finished
the job, and the body wis mounted 10
the chassis with BoLINK 3-inch posts
and C&M MIg.* S-inch posts (The
ones in the kit were way too shont.)

The RCCA Racing Team road-
1ested this car at the Island Hobbies
Raceway in Hauppauge, NY, where
most of our on-track racing is done.
The car was diakd-in quite casily,
although some wider rear tires would
have helped. This could presemt a
probiem, since the width of the rear-
end assembly s at the legal track
limats set by ROAR, and s difficalkt 1o
fir<d & body that covers the wheels, In
all fairness w Hot Trick, it should be
noted that this car was apparently
designed with a Can Am body in
mind, and the shorter body posts and
wider truck would have been accom-
modated by such a body, Our racing
series, and (as far as we can tell) many
other clubs utilze the Grand National
cars for on-road racing, and we've
concentrated on this type of racing.
Nevertheless, the rear-end pod is
overly wide, limiting the versatility of
this chassis and necessitating some
strange parts combinations. The front
bumper 1s quate flexibie, but ittends 1o
stay bent afier being hit, and it caused
us some problems while racing, as it

(Controed on page 173;
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dragged on the ground. Otherwise, the
car s competitive, eusy o dnve and solid
enough to stand ep 1o the ngors of hard
racing.

The Stripper worked well on & carpet
truck. It should also work on very smooth,
dint ovals, bat walch oul for ruts. Hol
Trick's cm? into the e scak oneroad
field 1s a little rough as a package, but, if
yOou have spare parts, you may wanl 10

check it out.
HOT TRICK
STRIPPER
e e s e N %o
Sug.Retail Price . . ... . $9995
M:quh miches
o S P Y
Height ............... 5Y5 inches w/body
Wheelbase .. . . ... 10.10%4 inches
Front Track .................. 7% Inches
Rear Track . .. « 8% inches
WEIGHT:
Gross (w/bat.) .« Approx. 3 pounds
BODY:
WP siisinnisanrns B9 Camaro {not incl)
Material .............. ... Polycarbonate
CHASSIS:
m- ........... Flat pan w tray
........... G-10 fibarglass sheet
DRIVE TRAIN:
m(ﬂh\h«.) SpurgearlnotndJ
m
Front: Type .. thghw/oouspmg
Front: Nybnt ek
not |
%(M 175
inches
Roar:Type . ... ... Nylon (not incl )
W) ... 1.75x1.1875
inches
TIRES:
PO i s e Faam (nol incl)
[ R e AN Foam (not incl)
ELECTRICS:
Motor ..., .. mmmswzﬁtm
Battery Roquired ... ... .. -
Speed Controller .. . Tekin (ot inch
"ROAR maximum dimension.
OPTIONS AS TESTED:

BoLINK differentisd, whee's and tires; Rev-
tech Pro Stock motor, Tekin electonic speed
controfier; C&M body posts, Parma ‘69
Camara body.

COMMENTS:

The Stripper s really stripped down—must
be where they got the name! After sdding lots
of accessories, the car an OK, The manufac-
turer claims it's good on dirt, but the dirt had
better be smooth




