by ERIC GOLDSCHRAFE
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UST WHEN
think you've seen
somebody comes along and
does something a liele differemt
and comes out smelling like & rose. Suchis
the case with the Cobra, an on-roud chassis with a couple
of new wrinkles, from C&M Manufactunng®. After talking 10 C&Ms Chris Ferrell,
I was really anxious 1o get thes car together and to find outaf the cliaims were true |
was not 1o be disapposnted!

The Cobra is an casy-to-assemble car with an epoxy fibergluss sheet chassss, full
front i rear ball bearings, three sets of thrust beanngs, and a ball differential with

it oall,

an slumanum bub. It will secept both saddle-pack and stick Ni-Cd battery packs,
and C&M claims it's “an out-of-the-box winner—no peed 0 modify!™ A multi-
sheet i nstruction book with plenty of illustrations guides you through the busld-up,
and geves some set-up and racing suggestions at the end. Besides the fiberghs
chassis parts, several proven and reliable Associated® front- and rear-end pieces
come with the kit. As with maost cars of this type, the motor, steering hnkage,
clectncal parts and R/C gear are notincluded. However, a set of mounted and trued
tires amd wheels 18 provaded. You must also provide o body and some common hand
1ools,

Construcuon begins with the front end —a robust and senstive umit usmg the
alorementionad Associated parts. RC 2L sieenng blocks were included, as C&M
thinks that their positive feel enhances the driveability of the car. DuBro® No.4-40
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able suspension, A sm-
ple damping unit and
adjustable friction

credible handling. A

ball-end fings were utilized, along with
a set of their tumbuck le-adjustment con-
necting rods, There are several good
seering-linkage setups available, but |
decaded 10 try this ng as it is strong and
relatively shop-free. A Futaba® Magnum
Jumior radio was chosen to operate this
car, and one of the servos was fitted to the
chassis between the wheels. An MRC

seen, and the adpstability 15 fantasic
The combination of precision parts and
extra thrust bearings gives this assembly a
fit and feel not obtined in other cars, and
i also contributed o this car’s winning
performance.

A Rudy Meyer-prepped Victor® elec
tronic speed control was installed, along
with the Futaba receiver, and the R/C
installation was checked

out. The antenna and
body mounis were
added. and the chassis
wits ready 1o receive the
TRC wheels provided in
the kit. Green com-
pound fromt tires and
yellow rears were used
for the “hot” setup on
carpet. If you're racing
on asphalt or cement, a
harder-compound front
tire will probably be
necessary. You could
abo install a Pro Line*
front bumper 1o add

With huly removed, the comoemient wse of # 7.2V Flat Pack is
: O5i SIOck motor was @ very strowg perfermer. Teu-tovth
punton makes for good braking and acceleration.

weloowee,

Famiya® servo-saver tied the linkage to

the servo, and was adjusted according 1o

the instructions. Because the handling of

this car is well-balanced, C&M suggests

using as litthe movement as possible,
The rear-end assem-

some protection to the
steering system, but
you'll have to do a httke
drilling to get it attached.

I'd been saving an MRP* GTP Corvene
body for a progect like this, and it was
given the tnmming and preparation for
painting in the usual manner. Floguil*
paint was mixed with their Dio-Sol

bly is next and, along
with Assockated axle/
motor blocks, it uses
several fiberglass pants
to construct the unijue
flex plate and adjust-

plates are the key 1w
this road rocket's in-

Team Losi* stock
motor and a Parma*
pinion gear were fitted
in place, and the axke
and ball diff were
assembled. This unit is
the smoothest diT of
this type that I've ever

damper e

Unigwe rear suspension is part of the Cobra's secret. ntermediate
te (mylon adjuster bofty ut cack ewd) make the rear
suspersion adjustable to track conditions.

C&M MANUFACTURING
COBRA
TYPE 1o oiitrnarari s Onvroad racer
Sug. Retail Price ... .........514995
DIMENSIONS:
Overall Length ... .. .. . Apprax. 18 inches
[vares w/body not incl)
Width . cocn oo Appeoe 9 nches
Ml e Appio. 4% inches
Front Track . vianess s BW inched
WEIGHT:
Gross (whbat.) ,.... ... ...,... 3 pounds
Balance (F/r) ...........cvuiian o 45755
BODY:
Type ..... MRP GTP Corvette (not incl in kit
Material . .. ... .. FIRERISRE S ey 20 Lean
CHASSIS:
TYPE S vaatit s o a by e iy Pan wiT-plate
Material . Epxoey Aberglass shoet
DRIVE TRAIN:
Type (prim./soc.) .  Spar
meus). ; Ball {ady ) chft
SUSPENSION:
Front Type . ... ...oovvivrnnnns . King-gin
Dampening . . - Codl spargs
Rear: Type . | . T-plate
Dampening. ... .. Damper and drction
phatiey
WHEELS:
POns TIPS - . .- covmasvrrv o Plastic
Dimeonsions (D/W) . ... .. 251 avhes
RO TYPO i v oy ivisavapmers Pastic
Dimensions (D/'W) ... . 252 inches
TIRES:
PPOEE & oo oienieh i vaianeiyisen Sporge
Rear | . Sporge
ELECTRICAL
Motor. .. ... Team Loy stock ot incl In bt
Battory Required . .. .. . 6-cell ddie or
shick pack
Speed controller . Suggested dlectone
{used Victor)
OPTIONS AS TESTED:

Futaba Magnum Jr. tacdo/'Conveltte GTP body
(MAPY Team Lo mokor/Vichor spead control

CONMENTS:

This car 1§ hot! Gives such superior handing
thal added confidence dorm will make you 2
better racer. tncredibly smooth, highly adistable
differentisd. Accepts ether saddle pack or 72V
Mot pack. Body-mownt scrows s very dfficult to
remove.
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similar cars. This
inddoar facility pro
vides a consistent
running surface,
and fair trials are
casily done. The
Cobra required
very lide adjust-
mentoverthe base-
ling setup sug-
gested by C&M,
and was soon hot
lapping as fast as
any car | had ever
run. It sticks like
glue 1o the commers

Seenple and rugued fromt end is of Associated 121 components, Du-Beo
Rdewm point amd tarnbckle adiusting rovls were added.

thinner and some automotive flex agent.
The body was sprayed black, silver, and
white, with red trim, like the full-scale car
driven on the IMSA Camel GT circuit by
Sarel Van Der Merwe, The “Good-
wrench™ lettening was cut by hand from
Top Flite* MonoKote white trum sheet-
ing, and the “Performance Pans”™ is
Covenite* Graphics lettering with a
boeder of white MonoKote. Some miscel-
lancous decals finshed the job, and the
body was lowered onto the Cobra chassis.
Now for the fun pan!

I wok the Cobra to Island Hobbics
Raceway in [slip, NY, for some track
testing and to compare it with other,

with a hnle trac-
tion compound
(Parugon’s* Ground
Effects works
great), and goes like crazy down the
straights. You'll really feel confident driv

ing this car because you know it will go
where you point it! The only change I'd
miake 1o the mstructions would be where
it says, “Good luck and good racing.” I'd
change that to read, “Now go blow their
doors off?”

Editor’s Note: In a conversation with Eric
Just before publicaton, he 1old me the race
resuds wirh the Cotra ar Ris focal clb the
first time out. He easily made it to the
A-Muain where he kipped the entive field
three dmes He was ready to lap the
second-place car for the third gme, when
te wisely dediced that his levd was subsian-

il emowgh, s he juss hedd his posinon. By
the way, his on-roud club has been in

| existence gnce 79, and they race all the

larest Wo-scake carx. Needless to sy, every-
one wersted 1o fird owr what wiy wnder the
body. CC

*Here are the alddresees of the companyes
(ixsexd i iy arsicde.

CAM Manufocmnng PO Box 680223,
Park Ciny, UT 84068.

Associated  Elecirx, 3385 Cadiller Awe,
Cuosra Mese, CA 92620,

Dxelro Produces, 480 Bosmer R, Wasoonda,
I GENISA.

Futabg Indusmies, 555 Wes Vicona 5,
Compton, CA 220,

MRC Tamive, 250N Woodbridge Ave.,
Faduson, NJOSKI 7.

Team Lost 1655 £ Mooew Bhel, Fowmove,
CA 91 706

Vicwr Engineening 24843 Dl Prado, Swe
496 Dana Point CA 92629

Parma Interngsonad, Inc, 13927 Progres
Phowy, N. Rovation, (M 44133

Pro Line, PO. Bux 456, Beuwenry, CA
12173

L

MRP (Mode! Racmg Productsy 18676-142
Ave NE, Woodimalle, WA 48072

Flonpaad, B2 30N, Amsworcdame, NY 12010

Top e Models 2635 S Wabade Aw,
Chacego, 1L 60616,

Purugon Racing Produces, 8802 Knalwod
[:, Fedewe Prairie, N 55344

Cinerite, 420 Bubvion R, Horsham, PA
/044 b1

THE RACERS CHOICE
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