TRACK REPORT







Type . ..On-rood
Scale RISRR, (-
Sug. Retoil Price $235
DIMENSIONS:
Overall rereenrs 20 inches
Widh ...t 9.25 inches
Wheelbase ... : 10.25 inches
FromtTrock ......ccoocvennrcnninen. 7 iNCNES
RearTrack ....oocoovcvcnenninn 7.25 inchas
WEIGHT:
Gross fw/bat) ..o 44 Cunces
BODY:
Type .. e Nt inchuded
CHASSIS:
Type .......... FAORRCOE S R =
il i Grophite
DRIVE TRAIN:
Primary . oo, Pinion/ spur
Transmission ... Direct drive
Dfterential R
Bearings ..o Ball becrings
SUSPENSION:
Front: Type e - SAPENNON OIS
Dampening ...............Coil spring
[ TR0 1 RO ORRPRRS—— . ]
Dampening o Oil-hilled, coil-over
shock w/dompener plates
WHEELS:
Fronk: Type .................One-piece aylon
&ﬁmions DxW) ... 1.8x1.125
inches
Roor: Type .............Onepiece nylon
Dimensions [DxW) .. 1 8x2 inches
TIRES:
Front/Rear Foam
ELECTRICS:
T I P 0. 05/540°
PR \ 4&- or 7-cell*
mCOMIoll« RN . L
OPTIONS AS TESTED:
Futcha Magnum JR radio; Nevok T1X
electronic speed controller; Reedy Modified

Yellow Dot motor and é-cell SCE Teamn
pock; Associoted Chevy lumina; Scale
Racing Products center-point steering; JG
Mig. ?oom kires, body posts, ond greghite
lower ped brace; CKW cop fires.

COMMENTS:

The RCIOL worked right off the work
table. It con be ploced anywhere on the
track, and # almost beoke the track record
on ifs first bme out. The car Loys very con-
sistent from trock to trock, without needin
odjustmant. | hope the broken T-bars an
axe were due to a lough track, Overdll, o
good volve/ performance rotio.

* not included

The RCIOL was topped off with
sonre gondies from |G M(y.
Towgh, extra-long, Delrin body
pashs were weodad to monnt the
stock-car body. Trick-looking
wheels amd Fires wene used on
cach comer

the chassis, so Lenlarged the small slot
for the strapping tape (toward the front
of the chassis) to the size of o batlery
cell. This allowed me 1o have all six
cells on one side of the chassis. Tout o
new skot 1o allow me to tape the batteries
nto place,

The front end 1< installed next, You
have a choxce of two bumpers: the Lage
one 15 for the wide GTP or Can-Am
badies, and the smaller one s tor stock
cars.

| was extremely disappointed to find
thar the TOL wses E-clips to hold the
wheels onto the front axles. I've seen E-
clips fail 100 many times 1O tresi a race
to them, | subhstituted Bolink™® Tront ax-

les, which are threaded on the end and
use locknuts to keep the wheels on, It'4
been said that 1can “drive the wheels d
a car,” but Fdon't want 1o take this lie
wlly, !
The front end 15 finsshed with tough
looking suspension amms that offer sup
port 1o the top and bottom of 1he King-
pin. No snapped Kingpins on this car!
The Kingpins didn’t need polishing o |
get a smooth up-and-down movement 1
congunction wath the small cosl springs
Each suspension arm is mounted o
the chassas wath three, long, alurminum
screws. A nylon spacer goes between
the chassis and the arm. along with a 24
degree caster wedge i needed. (Assocr

Bicefu, center-poant steenimg replaced the stock limkages. To clear the linkages, the
Doits had to be cut. Yow won't reove to do this if thre fromt ride eight isn’t changed.



The fibergiass T-buer pivets on two rocker balls. Tweak screws, located next to
the fromt rocker bail, are easily accessible,

ated recommenxds that you start without
any caster.)

Coastruction continues with the rear
of the car—the assembly of the T-bar
and rocker balls, and their installation on
the chassis. There are a couple of things
to waech for in these sections:

e Don't overtighten the screws on the
rocker balls, or you'll inhibit the T-bar’s
movemen,

o The instructions' “Racers’ Tips™ rec-
ommends that you CA two peeces of
brass shim stock where the tweak screws
make contact with the chassis. Ocher-
wise, the screws may bore into the chas-
sis, changing the critical tweak setting.
o The aluminum tube that's the pivot
point for the T-bar and dampener plaes
must be securely tightened on the screw
that comes up through the chassisand T
bar. Although | used thread-locking

-

o~

The Litespeed Litenink, o bolt-on accessory, replaces the stook motor

mount. The ride-deight wdjwsters are set to give muximawr ground
chearance for bmypry Iracks,

compound, there was no way 1o tighten
the tube without crushing w. I dnlled o
small hole through the top of the tube
and mserted a small Allen wrench. This
allowed me o reelly tghien the wbe
onto the screw and prevent it from vi-
beating loose,

The rear pod goes together quite eas
ily. Although the nght-hand motor bulk

head is aluminum, [ wanied 1o get more
cooling for the motoe, so 1 used a
Litespeed® Litesink, which is a bolt-on
part. The Litesink s big fins become
warm dunng use, helping 1o dissipate
heat mare effectively

Some have reported a problem wiath
the alummum lower beace, which can
bend on bumpy tracks, throw the

A hole was drilled so that the post can be tighfened more secnrely, The post kil
a tendency to oibrate loose before this modification was wade.,

A Yellow-Dot
modificd mo-

SCE Team
ek, bath
from Ready,
powered the
RCINL. A
Sassy Chassis
molor Sy
Kept the proper
distance bes
tacees e wio-
tor pision and
the spPur gone

“tweak™ way off and cause alignanent
problems for the rear axk. To eliminate
this, JG Manulacturing® has mtroduced
a graphite lower beace, which detinitely
won’| bend,

Assembly continues with the graphite
axlc and diff; building and mountmg the
oil-filled, coil-over shock; and mounting
the radio gear. These sieps go according
to the instructions

1Cmtbawal an pagye 13v)

tor aud a beell |



{Continwed froee page 13))

For smooth differential operation, |
used diff balls and silicone lube from
Bud's Racing Products®, and Hyperring
diff rings from Hyperdrive*. To lube the
diff, | dump the balls into a 35mm film
container, squirt in a Litle silicone lube,
close the top and shake the container 1o
coat the balls properly. [ then pluck out
the slipper diff balls and insert them into
the spur,

I use Robinson Racing Products®
white, machuned, 64-pitch spur gears
along with the new machined-steel pin-
ion gears. They're available in a large
range of teeth to give an almost nfmite
number of ratios.

The Hyperrmgs have a shiny side (for
contact with the diff balls) and a rough
sade, and thas precludes the need 1o glue
the rings 1o the hubs. A Cheetah Racing™®
diff-centering kit, which has a small plas-
tic spacer with a nidge to fit into the
Belleville washer, combines with these
products 10 make a silky-smooth difl,
even when it's adpsted tightly!

1 wasn’t thrilled with the kit's steening
links; cach side 1s to use two thin picces

of piano wire with a locking collar 1o ad-
just toe-in and Z-bends at cach end. They
looked entirely too flimsy. Perhaps the
team drivers don't touch the walls, but for
the average racer, this setup is inadeguate,
| chose the center-point steenng system
from Scake Racing Products®. [t has easy-
to-adjust tumbuckles wath eyelets oa the
servo ends that join at the center hole of
the servo-saver,

Associted does include an awesome,
spring-loaded Kimbrough® servo-saver
that's the same size as those used on '/s-
scale cars. There's no way this thing will
damage the servo, which is held 1o the
chassis with double-sided servo tape,

To round out the RCI0L, Assocuted
sent along a painted Chevy Lumina body
that’s detailed to look just like Darrell
Waltrip’s Tade machine, 1 replaced the
stock body posts (which are too short for
stock-car bodaes) with the new, machined
Deinn body posts from JG Manufaciur-
ing. They're long enough for the high-
roofed stock cars and arc rock solid, yet
flexible, 1o avoid beeakmng,

For power, Associated included a 6-cell
SCE Team Pack and a Reedy® Yellow
Dot modificd motor. T used a Sassy Chas-

s15* aluminum motor spacer 1o space the
pinion on the motor shaft correctly. A
Futaba® Magnum Jr. radio system and a
Novak* NESC TIX electronic speed
controller are used 10 guide the RC10L.

PERFORMANCE: The track test for
the RCIOL corsisted of three phases, The
initial phase took place a1 RC Speedworld,
which s the unotticsal “official” lest track
for the Car Action staff, Located just
along Route 7 in Danbury, CT, RC Speed-
world 1s a large, shightly banked, concrete
tri-oval, with tight turns offering differ-
ent degrees of banking and radii.

Right off my kitchen table, the 100 was
spot-on. The soft-compound stock tires
gave plenty of bite bul were wom away
after only a few runs. The track’s surface
was just too abrasive for these gummy
tires. [ switched to 2 set of JG Mfg. firm
foam tres. which provided ample traction
and lasted longer.

Because of some surface bumps, the
chassis dragged on the ground in a fow
spois. To combat thas, I removed the spac-
ers under the front-suspension anms, and
I installed the axke-height adapter with the
bearing toward the chassis, These two
changes raised the nde height enough to
prevent any further chassis problems, |
had to cut the front-suspension screws to
allow the fromt steering rods to have
proper movement.

During its first competitions, the 10L
wits only one section of the track away
from beating the track record for most
baps.

The second phase of the test took place
at Car Action” s East-West Shootout at the
RC Thunderdrome. Without changing the
setup, | ran the car there. Following ad-
vice from Team Associated’s Kent
Clausen, to avoid “hopping,” I used some
Bud's* silicone lube on the dampener
plates of the rear suspension, | noticed that
although many cars were occasionally
thrown off by bumps, my slightly higher
setup was very stable. CKW* rubber-cap
tires did the trick for traction, and they
lasted.

The third, and most frustrating phase,
of the test took place at Megatrack in
Browns Mills, NJ. [ was absolutely “bal-
listic™ on this high-banked concrete tri-
oval. Unfortunaiely, | broke two T-bars
in my qualifiers. | think that 1 may have
overtightened the screws that hold the T-
bar to the rear pod; this could have caused
the failures. Still, 1 was able to make and

lead the C-Main at the New Jersey Con-
crete Oval Championships.

My two-lap kead vanished in one, sick-
ening moment, however, as the graphite
axle sheared off wt the wheel. 1've been
told that other 0L owners have also suf-
fered broken axles.

The RCI0L is a grem ¢ar, It handled
perfectly, right off the work able, | was
able to put 1t anywhere on the track and
still hold a good line. It held up duning
many weeks of racing at my home track
and also to the high speeds of the Thun-
derdrome. | hope that the car's problems
were the result of a tough track, but only
time will tell, A titanium axk may be the
answer.

| know that this car will get you o the
winners” circle, so give it a try.

*Here are e adviress of the companies aren
nioned i ohds aetacle:

Associated Electnes, Inc., 7555 Cadillee Avr
Costa Meso, CA 92626,

Dyvemel, 4915 215t Si., Rocise, Wi 33400

Bolink BAC Cars, fue., 420 Howea R Lavresces
e, GA 30238

Litexperd, P02, Box 4765, Sposane, WA U202

JG Manyfacturivg, P (). Sox 6014, Whittier. CA
W0,



